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DEVEU)PMECT OF T H E ALBAUIAII PEOPLE RE PUBLIC 


F. Gorsbukov 

In 19^8, Albanian industry had tripled prewar industrial figures. By 
1950 , Albania's U6 state enterprises and 13 local enterprises had been nation- 
alized . 

The Lenin Hydroelectric Power Station, equipped by Albanian builders with 
the help of Soviet engineers, solved the problem of supplying power and drink- 
ing water to Tirana and Durres port. 

The output of the Stalin Textile Combine, equipped with modern machinery, 
will satisfy the Albanian demand for textiles. 

The Maliq area has become an industrial and agricultural center. The sugar 
combine built there has an output of 10,000 tons of sugar per year. Two cotton- 
ginning plants, a woodworking combine, and other industrial enterprises have 
been put in operation. An oil refi.nery, a cotton mill, a cement plant, and a 
woolen mill are among cbe enterprises under construction. 

Living and cultural conditions in Albania have been improved. In 1952, 
approximately 225 million leks were allotted to housing. This was 2.5 times 
the 1951 budget allotment. In 1951 alone, 9^* new schools, many educational 
and public health Institutions, kindergartens, and day nurseries were built. 

Tn 195?, this construction program was extended in cities and industrial centers, 
especially In Tirana, where such construction work was 2.5 times greater than 
in 1951. 

Until its liberation, Albania was the only European country wlthox't rail- 

. Now Its most important cities are connected by railroads . 

'\c gross-production plan for 1951, including the output of the mining in- 
. .’.nd the industr’al and consumer cooperatives, was fulfilled 105.9 per- 

■ le 1951 volume of industrial production was 47 1 percent greater than 
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the 1950 volume and five times greater than prevar production. Petroleum ex- 
traction Increased 135 3 P^cent, ore extraction quadrupled, and production in 
the food industry tripled ^period not specifLedy, Albania has more than doubled 
its bitumen production since 1938 / lis-s increased its coal production 11 times, 
and its chrojnlum production eight times. In 1951i the national capital invest- 
ment was 3i'’6 percent higher than in 1950, vhile local investment increased k2 
percent. 

In 1952, the plan called for further increases in industrial output- Ac- 
cording to the Ministry of Industry, industrial output was to increase 65 per- 
cent, electric power production was to be approximately doubled, sugar produc- 
tion more than tripled, and textile production approximately seven times greater. 

The 1952 f irst-quarter plan was fulfilled IO3.T percent. Output of the 


most important 
(in percent of 

types of production in the 
the first quarter 1951/ 

first quarter 1952 was as 

follows 

Petroleum 

110.9 

Electric power 

192.2 

Bitumen 

li+9.0 

Building materials 

130.0 

Lignite 

280.3 

Food products 

522.5 

Chromium ore 

122.7 

Footwear and clothing 

234,1 


Tne production plan for the second quarter 1952 was fulfilled 100. 3 per- 
cent by state and cooperative enterprises . 

Petroleum extraction is the most important branch of the mining industry 
and is constantly growing. New fields are being prospected and new wells 
drilled. Oil extraction is expected to Increase Uj? .5 percent and bitumen pro- 
duction 29 percent in 1952 over the 195^ figures. At the end of the Five-Year 
Plan, extraction of oil will have increased 1.7 times, of chromium ore 2.3 
times, of copper ore more than ten times, of coal approximately six times, and 
production of bitumen about three times. 

The Albanian government is particularly Interested In the electrification 
of the country. Production of electric energy in 1951 was more than double 
1950 production and almost 6 5 times prewar production. The 1952 production 
will be three times that of 1951- 


Construction was begun on a huge 20, 000 -kilowatt power station on the Mat 
River It will have a rated output of 100 million kilowatt-hours per year, 

By the end of the plan period, several steam electric power plants will be 
built Diesel electric generators will be installed at chromium, copper, and 
coal mines. The electrification of the country will be greatly aided by the 
construction of high-tension lines forming n single power system. This net- 
work will supply tne industrial centers of Albania. In 1955 » when thi Mat 
River project is put in operation, electric power production will be Uo times 
the 1938 p'^oductlon. 


Albania's prewar food industry consisted of a few small local enterprises 
producing mainly macaroni, olive oil, and soap. These were nationalized and 
modern equipment installed , As early as 1950 the volume of food products rose 
to 175 percent of the prewar figure. The allotment of funds to the food indus- 
try in 1951 was double that of 1950. New objectives under the Five-Year Plan, 
including a fish cannery at Vlore, vegetable and fruit canning factories, mac- 
aroni factories, and a bakery at Tirana, will Increase the 1950 food production 
figure more than 600 percent. During this period sugar production will be in- 
creased 18 times, olive oil production about four times, and soap production 
about four times. In 1951, workers in the food industry succeeded in reducing 
the cost price of food articles 15 percent, thus saving the government about 20 
million leks more than the planned reduction . 


. 2 - 

RES^ICTFD 


Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700220197-5 



Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700220197-5 


25X1 


RESTRICTED 


of developed rapidly. In the first six months 

or iyp2 industrial cooperatives fulfilled the plan li5 nercent The +eT«i 

TLTivrY«r'^pf^°” corresponding period of I951!' 

Serau™du=uor°\“:er'°%"^ ^^50 figurf ?or Industrial co- 

P tive production. Ninety-nine percent of industry has been nationalized.. 

Agricultural cooperatives are Increasing in number and st.renetb ^he 

a large part rf’th^e^ ?’ ^ MI’S are already doing 

YearfLrfer fh e ^8^ «ork A large fund is provided by th- Five- 
fear Plan for the further mechanization of agriculture. 

As early as 1950 t.he grain area was 120.6 percent greater than in tho 

i|us^:ri:i’cr^^P3^^d r::=\\:::d1Lrth:n^f^t^re^“■^i^: S‘Sa.rgr\iryf:t^' ' 

1951 vas approximately 39 Percent .higher than in the prewar perf^ ' 

IP 51 'Oiliion leks, local budgets almost 

IdSO A^n 'Phese allotments were doublf those of 

1950. As a ^esu.t, pasturage vus extended and improved, r.-»s^rvo^rs wprf> built 
in mountain are.as, and fodder supply bases wer^ eLrged th^alfaiL 

area was 6.5 times greater tnan in I9U5 . " alfalfa 

area ^'^This'^filu- ^nri "y !'-■ .6 percent increase In the cultivated 

area, inis figure includes areas lor industrial crons 

Will be more than doubled. By the end of hne pUn pL^odt'm^aUoT.Kl'^br 
doubled, and agricultural production will be 71 percent greator^ban in 1950 

iL°Z '-am ylelii will be^ . 5 Umef hi^er dur - 

ing th same period, t.he cotton yield 2.5 times higher Olive and citrus 
fruit development will receive particular attention. 

•n ra'iLoIdrTooo'n": f^ve-Year .^lan provides for a hCO. percent increase 

-n railroads, a 200-percent increase, in water traffic, and a 3'00 • pe.-cent in- 
crease in motor vehicles . In 1951, the planned good.s turnover warmfiimd 
101., percent This was 16.5 percent greater than In 1950. 

The Alban run government i.s making increasingly heavy budget allowances for 
to work Public health services have been consider- 

^e^oie- ^nn^, hospitals How there 

ar. ove. -00 institution.^ wnlch supply free medlcnl treatment to all workers. 

T‘'e prices on state and other markets are steadily decreasing The real 
wages of Dlue ano white-collar workers and the income of pea.nnnts are rising. 

Kee elementary education has been introduced in Albania. The num- 

ber 0. elementary schoo..s has tripled since the prewar period. In IQSl three 

goflcal''inRTm°T^^ agricultural institute’ a peda- 

gogmal institute, and a polytecnnical institute. By 1955, there will be five 
higher educational Institutions. Progress Is being made i^ elimlnaUng iluH 
etacy, A widespread network of clubs and cultural institutions has befn opened. 
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vorkers® betterment of living conditions for 

and the USSR are bullt°oriong!terra^eements .^'^The^Soviet Pifth^Five^Ye^^Pla 
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